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SOU:TI!% K aéA'

Recrnt yublll dixcassion of ihe
nuclear weapons hption In South Korea
lpprlé‘ ptimarlly designed by the
government (o reassure the peaple that
Rive Ini I“ meane of R
Ing IM countey® 4 defenses following a
US tronp withilrawal, We do not
hellorg It 1eflectd new resenrch effurts

probahly perceived by the press and the
,academic community to signal the end of
a mbod that had éxisted for severul years
on open of the nuclear weap
“iswwe. i
Mol South Koreans view the US
"nucleaf umbrella as an important
{dorerrent io wat jon the penlnsula; they
[tend 10 mssume (hat (heir own country
uhunldt fevelop auclear weapona to offeet

Nuclear Weapons Dlscusslon 3

any weakening nl‘ the US m.uniy énm-‘
mitment, 4o

Ry allowing or even anrmunymu the!
nuctear r debnte, the guverninent
may helleve il can canvince the puMn. that,

Tt s tuking all necessary pmmulom 10,

atrengthen natlonnl delenses, There nte noi
doubl alo soms menmibers of the Ninthi

There is no evidence that the current
public discussion of the nucleat option
reflects n deepening government commits
ment to acquire nuclear weapons; nor are
there signs of new resoarch and develop-
menit sctivity in direct aupport of such I
goal. Were Seoul 1o reactivate .
clandesting ressarch program, it would he

vertise that fact,

4 In direet wipport'af derelaping suclea Kotenn Clovernment who beliove thaf thi
weapon, thrent of “going nuclear’ can he u-H a,

Y Puhtic dTscomeon or nuclent aptian n dever nguinat the US, g
sinue eirly 1977 bas héen tied clearly to from the outtet, South Knvenﬂ nf- I I
. the LS trgap withdrawal twus. The it ficials have hoped that the cafrent! !

officiat lvrmnk 0'1 nny note wan made in withdrawal plan will be scrapped or ' i
Muy Iu17 when Korenn-US negotintions significantly delnyed, and they may be, I .

. nprnrd or the tetms of the withdrawal, reasoning that now~—when the pace of
. The mvrrnmemhlnce then has been  withdrawsl has heen slowed—the time In -
BN tolerant of nonofficial debate on the isaue. #ight 10 remind the US of the possible un< !
ok Jn fact,! the early Hficial sintements were ploasant connequances of reduced suppornt; || |
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